RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GREAT  OUSEBURN 


Dr.  J.  M.  BENSON’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  GREAT  OUSEBURN,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  Lord,  Lady,  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1937. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  District  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  15,907,  but  as  the  District  was  the  subject  of  a change 
in  Boundary,  on  the  1st  April,  1937,  the  Registrar  General  has 
compiled  composite  figures  for  (a)  the  mid-year  estimate  of  popu- 
lation for  the  Area  as  now  constituted  (b)  a modified  estimate 
specially  designed  for  use  with  the  composite  records  of  birth, 
deaths,  and  notifiable  diseases  of  the  year  1937. 

132  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a birth 
rate  of  14.7  (the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.9), 
compared  with  16.6  for  1936.  There  were  57  males  and  75  females. 
Of  this  number,  8 were  illegitimate — 4 males  and  4 females — 
compared  with  10  in  1936.  There  were  3 still  births,  giving  the 
rate  of  0.33  per  1,000  population  ; of  this  number  2 were  male 
and  1 female  ; and  1 male  infant  illegitimate. 

DEATH  RATE. 

122  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a death 
rate  of  13.6  (the  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  was  12.4),  com- 
pared with  12.04  for  1936.  There  were  65  males,  and  57  females. 
Amongst  these  there  were  2 over  90  years  of  age,  19  over  80  years 
of  age,  and  34  over  70  years  of  age,  or  nearly  half  the  total  number 
have  reached  the  three  score  years  and  ten. 

Infantile  Mortality  : 7 deaths  were  registered  in  infants  under 
twelve  months  of  age,  giving  a death  rate  of  53  per  1,000  births 
(England  and  Wales  for  1936  was  58),  compared  with  a death 
rate  of  32  in  1936.  Of  these  deaths,  2 were  male  infants  and  5 
female.  Causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 1 Imperforate  Anus, 
3 Premature  Birth,  1 Hydrocephalus,  1 Icterus  Haemorragies, 
1 Convulsions. 

Causes  Of  Death  at  different  age  periods  among  children  from 
1-2  years  of  age.  There  were  3 deaths  ; 1 Measles,  1 Cerebral 

Tumour,  1 Convulsions. 

Among  children  from  2-5  years  of  age,  there  were  2 deaths, 
due  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  Influenza  respectively. 
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Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  of  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers,  Nil. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs.  28. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit, 
after  service  of  formal  notices,  24. 

(a)  By  owners,  24. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied,  22. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices,  20. 

(a)  By  owners,  20. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 
dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation,  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made,  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders,  3. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
Nil. 

4.  No  Clearance  Orders  were  declared  during  the  year  1937. 

5.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1937. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority,  None. 

(b)  By  private  enterprise,  39. 

6.  Housing  Conditions  : — 

A few  houses  are  needed  in  every  Parish. 

Special  activity  in  building  has  occurred  in  Boroughbridge, 
Upper  Poppleton,  Whixley,  Staveley,  Kirk  Ham- 
merton. 

7.  Housing  Schemes  are  projected  at  Nether  Poppleton,  Rufforth 

and  Moor  Monkton. 
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8.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  end 

of  year,  10. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein,  10. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein,  46. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year,  Nil. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year,  12. 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases,  60. 

9.  Town  Planning.  The  Council  is  a constituent  Authority  of 

the  Harrogate  and  District  Regional  Planning  Committee. 

There  is  no  Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force  for  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  District. 

10.  Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations — 

Walter  Henry  Dingsdale,  “ Viewlands,”  Green  Ilam- 
merton,  York. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  milk  cows  in  the  district  is  approximately, 
1 ,450.  The  number  of  cow-keepers  in  the  district,  274,  all  registered, 
Total  number  of  retail  milk  sellers,  registered,  102.  Total  number 
of  cowsheds,  324.  Total  number  of  cowsheds  inspected  in  1937. 
209.  No  cowshed  inspections,  241.  Number  of  wholesale  traders, 
registered,  274.  Two  registers  are  kept,  as  required  by  Section 
2 (3)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  e.g.,  one  for  the 
retailer  and  one  for  the  wholesale  trader. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  the  County  Assistant 
Veterinary  Officer  made  an  inspection  of  the  cows  on  the  registered 
milk  producers’  premises,  203  farms  were  visited  and  1,515  cows 
(1,445  in  milk,  and  70  dry)  were  examined.  Six  samples  of  milk 
and  five  of  expectorate  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
No  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found.  Since  23rd  June  four  cows, 
reported  by  their  owners,  or  otherwise,  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  scheduled  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  and  were  slaughtered  under 
the  Provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Act.  The  cleanliness  of  the 
cattle  and  buildings  on  certain  of  the  farms  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  On  16  farms  the  cattle  were  found  to  be  dirty. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  had  been  satisfactory  generally,  both  as  regards 
quality  and  quantity.  22  Chemical  examinations  were  made 
during  the  year,  with  the  following  results,  5 were  found  to  be 
polluted,  7 were  doubtful,  and  10  were  satisfactory.  Five  Bacterio- 
logical examinations  were  made,  3 satisfactory,  and  2 polluted. 
There  were  no  restrictions  of  supply  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 

Five  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year,  and 
50  inspections  of  workshops.  These  were  satisfactory. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

275  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during 
1937,  for  nuisances  only.  Nuisances  found  in  1937  were  9. 
Nuisances  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  1936,  79.  dotal  needing 
abatement  2 ; 71  were  abated  during  the  year,  leaving  10 

outstanding  at  the  close  of  1937.  33  informal  notices  were  served, 

and  10  complied  with  ; 1 statutory  notice  was  served  and  complied 
with.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  10  private  slaughterhouses,  9 registered  and  1 
licensed,  there  is  no  Public  Abattoir.  One  was  found  to  be  un- 
satisfactory. 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

lambs. 

Pigs. 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

1 ,040 

50 

2,500 

1 ,500 

No.  inspected 

1 ,000 

— 

45 

2,300 

1,400 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Carcases,  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

2 





Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcase  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

There  were  no  prosecutions. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  in  district,  5.  Total  inspections,  24. 

DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE. 

Sewer  extensions  were  laid  at  Spring  Gardens,  Boroughbridge, 
Whixley  Council  Houses,  and  Nun  Monkton.  Improvement  of 
defective  sewers  is  required  at  Whixley  and  Nun  Monkton.  Number 
of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers,  1 ,984.  Extensions  were  made 
of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Grafton.  New  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  are  required  at  Little  Ouseburn  and  Poppleton. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  40  privies  with  open  middens,  and  250  pail  or  tub 
closets.  The  number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  is  1 ,350. 
Number  of  water  closets,  500.  Waste-water  closets,  Nil.  Number 
of  privies  re-constructed  during  1937 — (a)  as  W.C.s,  44  ; (b) 

others,  30.  Number  of  additional  closets  provided  for  old  property 
in  1937 — (a)  W.C.s,  10  ; (b)  Others,  10.  Action  is  taken  under 

Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  secure  conversion  of  privies 
and  pails  to  water  closet  systems. 

SCAVENGING. 

At  present  the  scavenging  of  Boroughbridge,  Roecliffe,  Aid- 
borough,  and  Minskip,  is  carried  out  by  contract,  at  a cost  of  £260 
per  annum.  This  contract  includes  the  collecting  of  all  household 
refuse,  and  emptying  the  contents  of  privy  middens  and  pail  closets, 
fins  are  collected  every  quarter  from  the  following  14  Parishes 
Knapton,  Upper  and  Nether  Poppleton,  Hessay,  Nun  Monkton, 
Kirk  Hammerton,  Green  Hammerton,  Great  Ouseburn,  Little 
Ouseburn,  Whixley,  Martin-cum-Grafton,  Hunsingore,  Walshford, 
and  Upper  Dunsforth-with-Branton  Green.  The  cost  of  this 
tinning  ” is  approximately  £130  per  annum. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  and  POOLS. 

1 here  are  two  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools,  one 
at  the  Three  Arrows  Hotel,  Boroughbridge,  open  to  the  guests 
using  the  hotel.  The  water  is  supplied  by  the  Boroughbridge 
and  District  Water  Supply.  The  other  is  a private  swimming 
pool  in  the  grounds  of  Thorpe  Underwood  Hall,  Ouseburn,  and 
takes  the  same  water  supply. 

BYE-LAWS  and  REGULATIONS. 

The  following  are  the  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  and 
date  of  adoption — Building  Bye-Laws,  23/12/1907  ; Cleansing  of 
I/ootways,  8/10/1878 ; Common  Lodging  Houses,  26/3/1877  ; 
Scavenging,  8/10/1878  ; Alteration  of  Buildings,  12/12/24  ; 
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Prevention  of  Nuisances,  8/10/1878  ; Slaughterhouses,  8/10/1878  ; 
Offensive  Trades,  14/11/1912. 

MORTUARIES. 

Accommodation — accidents,  Nil  ; infectious  cases  other  than 
at  hospital,  Nil  ; other  cases,  Nil  ; post  mortem  examinations, 
Nil  ; Nothing  done,  in  view  of  New  Rural  District,  April,  1938. 

SANITARY  STAFF. 

Salary  of  the  M.O.H.,  £120  per  annum.  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Walter  H.  Dingsdale,  Salary  £375,  also  Building  Surveyor,  Repairs 
and  Maintenance  Officer  (£25  per  an.)  and  Isolation  Hospital, 
Acomb  (£25  per  an.)  ; Assistants,  one  student  clerk  ; Staff  sufficient, 
No  ; M.O.H.  receives  copies  of  Memos  and  Circulars  distributed 
by  Ministry  of  Health. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  19  Schools  in  the  District.  They  were  all  visited  on 
several  occasions  during  the  year.  Some  were  closed  for  short 
periods  due  to  the  outbreak  of  infectious  diseases.  Clinics  were 
held  for  the  purpose  of  diphtheria  Immunisation. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  accorded 
me  in  the  compilation  of  this  Report  by  the  Sanitar}^  Inspector, 
Mr.  Walter  H.  Dingsdale,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  and  his  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  Lord,  Lady,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Joseph  Mitchell  Benson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  Edin., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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